












Youth Activities 
National Program Awards 

2024-2025 Entry Form 
____________________________________________________________ 
Awards for Auxiliaries 

1. Most outstanding activity and/or event of youth reading to veterans and/or
veterans reading to youth.

• Citation and $25 to one VFW Auxiliary in each of the 10 Program Divisions
that hosts the most outstanding activity and/or event of youth reading to
veterans and/or veterans reading to youth.

Citations will be mailed directly to the winning VFW Auxiliaries from National 
Headquarters and money will be deposited into the winning VFW Auxiliary account 
after the 2025 VFW Auxiliary National Convention. 

VFW Auxiliaries must send this completed entry form to the  
Department Youth Activities Chairman by March 31, 2025 for judging. 

VFW Auxiliary Name: ______________________________________________________ 

VFW Auxiliary No: _____________ Department of: _______________________________ 

Describe the activity and/or event of youth reading to veterans and/or veterans reading to youth. 
(e.g., flyers, brochures, social media posts, newsletters, e-newsletters, handouts, photos, links 
to videos, etc.) 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 
The Department Youth Activities Chairman must sign and send a copy of the completed 
Department-winning entry form to National Youth Activities Ambassador Dominique 
Garcia by April 30, 2025 for judging. 
Department Youth Activities Chairman:____________________________________ 

Signature 
Date: ______________ 

Forms sent to VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters will not be processed or forwarded. 



WI VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS AUXILIARY 
MID-WINTER “BUDDY”® POPPY CONTEST 

FEBRUARY 2025 

The VFW Auxiliary “Buddy”® Poppy Display Contest for the 2025 Mid-Winter Conference will 
be: 

DESIGN:  Design a display to show how the “Buddy”® Poppy impacts all or any of the National 
Programs, especially the VFW National Home. 

JUDGING:  Will be accomplished by Auxiliary members picked at random and also each person 
viewing the displays. 

AWARDS:  1st Place $20.00      2nd Place $15.00 
3rd Place $10.00      Honorable Mention $5.00 Participation 

(Participation Certificates will be given to each Post/Auxiliary that enters a display.) 

REQUIREMENTS AND RULES:  

• One (1) “Buddy”® Poppy MUST be used in the original form with the red color and label
attached.

• All VFW Post and Auxiliary members can enter this contest.

• Please remember to use one or both President’s themes and how it represents the
Veteran.

PRESIDENTS’ THEMES: “Honoring Veterans Together” and “From Our Roots to Our Branches, 
Extending Service to Our Veterans” 

Drop me an email to let me know you are bringing an entry or if any questions contact: Dept 
Chairman, Sue Carlson at Susankcarlson1@gmail.com or 715-271-8088 

Mid-Winter “Buddy”® Poppy Contest Entry Form (must be included to be eligible) 

POST/AUXILIARY NAME______________________________________________#____________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________DISTRICT#_______ 

PERSON/S RESPONSIBLE FOR DISPLAY_______________________________________________ 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DISPLAY____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

TOTAL NUMBER OF BUDDY® POPPIES USED___________ 

mailto:Susankcarlson1@gmail.com


BUDDY POPPY/NATIONAL HOME PROGRAM 

By Sue Carlson, Chairman 
(715) 271-8088; susankcarlson1@gmail.com 

 

The VFW National Home will soon turn 100 years old!  What a celebration that will be!  Here are a few of 
the events that are being planned:  100th Birthday Party Celebration Tuesday, Jan 7, 2025 4-7pm; Gala 
Celebration – February 8, 2025 5:30pm Cocktails, 6:30pm Dinner; 7:15pm Program; June 28, 2025 from 
11am to 4:00pm – ground will come alive with free carnival rides, plus a whole lot more!  2025 Will be a 
year to remember! 

The National Home Provides:  Housing, Education, Daycare, Recreation, and Case Management!  Call the 
Helpline at: 800-313-4200.  It is a free service that offers information, creates connections, and gives 
hope to military and veteran families that are struggling. 

Congratulations to Michele Rathke who was elected District #7 Trustee at the National Home in October 
at the Annual Meeting and Fall Festival.  Our theme was “Wizard of Oz” – and Wisconsin was 
outstanding!  If you were in attendance, please email your favorite photo from the Fall Festival with a 
short description to Nikki David at nikdmetalsmith@gmail.com and CC: me at 
susankcarlson1@gmail.com and you will receive a special treat at the Mid-Winter Convention. 

 

There will be a Buddy Poppy Contest at Mid-Winter.  Please see the entry form in 
this newsletter. 

Auxiliary Brothers and Sisters – from myself and my family – Wishes for a Merry 
Christmas and a Joyous New Year! 
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