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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Veterans & Family Support National Ambassador is Tessa Butcher, from Newton, Kansas. This year we will be Banding Together for Our Veterans by offering guidance to our veterans about acquiring VA benefits, working toward higher education with scholarship opportunities and providing helpful resources for when life gets rough. 



VETERANS & FAMILY 
SUPPORT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Veterans and Family Support is the heart of our organization and a program that every member can and should participate in.  Our veterans sacrificed so much for us and it's time that we do all we can for them. 



Program Goals
• Veterans & Military Support Programs

• National Veterans Service
• Suicide Prevention & Mental Health Awareness

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This year the primary point of focus will be Veterans and Military Support Programs, National Veteran Service and Suicide Prevention and Mental Health Awareness.



Veterans & Military 
Support Program

• Military Assistance Program (MAP)

• Unmet Needs

• “Sport Clips® Help A Hero Scholarship”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Veterans and Military Support has three main programs:  Military Assistance Program or MAP, Unmet Needs, and VFW “Sport Chips Help a Hero Scholarship”.



Military Assistance Program (MAP)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MAP helps local VFW & Auxiliary members forge and nurture bonds with local military units by providing financial assistance to sponsor moral- boosting send-offs, homecomings and casual get-togethers. Post & Auxiliaries also participate in Adopt-a-Unit and Family Readiness Group events.



Unmet Needs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Unmet Needs is a program that gives grants up to $1500 payable to the creditor to help bridge the gap to make a mortgage or rent payment or to fund home and auto repairs, insurance utility cost, food and clothing.  While the soldier is away,  the family can get help through this program.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The VFW ”Sport Clips Help a Hero Scholarship” awards scholarships up to $5000 to qualifying veterans and service members to help them complete their educational goal without incurring excessive student loan debt.



National Veterans Service (NVS)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The VFW’s National Veterans Service (NVS) helps veterans, service members and their families obtain the benefits they deserve--at no cost.  Highly skilled VFW Service Officers assist all veterans whether they are VFW members or not in filing for claims for: Disability Compensation, Rehabilitation and Educational programs Pension and Death benefits and Employment and Training Programs.
 NVS also works to ensure veterans receive quality, timely and accessible VA health care including Hospital and Outpatient Care, Specialized Health Care for Female Veterans, Alcohol and Drug Dependency Treatment, and Medical Evaluation for disorders associated with military service.




Suicide Prevention & 
Mental Health Awareness

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Suicide Prevention and Mental Health Awareness:  This is an area that we see and hear about all around us but we still don't know how to address it. Our veterans are our heroes and it's time we show them how much they mean to us .Many veterans return home with heavy hearts and minds and by banding together with other organizations we will be able to raise awareness and foster community engagement to change the stigma surrounding mental health.
More than 16 veterans every day commit suicide. Sisters and brothers in a year's time that is 9000 veterans we lose to this horrible activity. Do you know the five signs of mental health? Are you feeling like you? Are you feeling agitated? Are you withdrawn? Are you caring for yourself? Do you feel hopeless?



What’s Your Why?
My Why



Helen Stearns
Veterans & Family Support

Department of Wisconsin - Chairman

122 Mary Ann Rd, Apt 3   Beaver Dam, WI 53916
920-319-2621  hlstearns1021@gmail.com  

mailto:hlstearns1021@gmail.com
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